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The Announcements

                                    The Monthly Board Meeting:

                                              Board Meeting Minutes
                                                       October 28, 2006

I. Call to order

Chief Dancing Eagle called to order the board meeting of the Indian Creek Band Chickamauga Cherokee Inc. at 6pm on 10/28/2006 in St. Claire’s Church Deltona Florida.

Roll call

Linda Crystal Hawk Arce conducted a roll call. The following persons were present: Principle Chief Little Red Wolf, Chief Dancing Eagle, Rita Cheyenne Autumn Chance, Richard Bottari, Naomi Bottari, Angel, and Linda Crystal Hawk Arce.
Finance Review: 

Land Account Balance $575.00 Business Operating Funds $68.00 

Approval of minutes from last meeting

 Chief Dancing Eagle read the minutes from meeting held 9/29/06 held @ St. Claire's  6 P.M. 

A motion was entered to accept the minutes by Richard and Anthony. 

No old business. 
New Business
Anthony addressed the camping issue. No one is able to camp out however the intent to participate in the "Flaming Arrow Program" is still planned. Carlos will be unable to attend Flaming Arrow Program. 

Linda has completed healing touch classes 1 & 2 and will be attending the 3rd class scheduled last weekend of February. She will be unavailable during her education process. 

Their was a brief discussion regarding Linda and Carlos remaining in the group. They clarified their intent to remain in the group. 

Chief Little Red Wolf addressed the intent of Indian Creek Band Chickamauga Creek & Cherokee Inc. regarding obtaining Federal recognition. The letter addressed to Congressman Rick Keller was discussed. This issue is pending approval. If accepted, the land shall be purchased in Volusia County. A brief discussion involving this process transpired. 

Adjournment

Motion to adjourn meeting accepted by Anthony, Richard and Carlos
The Land Trust Account:
A couple months ago Chief Little Red Wolf brought up the idea of a land trust account at 

the Grand Council Meeting for the Indian Creek Band to purchase land to serve as our land base. 

He said, "That if enough our members would agree to contribute at least $25.00 a month for 

the next two years the Indian Creek Band would be able to buy the land." As of now four other 

members contributed money to this account.

                     Name                                        Amount                  

Mother Helen B Robinson                              $50.00               

Linda Wibbens                                                $25.00                 

Thomas McCall and Pamela McCall              $25.00                                                                                                             

The original four members who started contributing to the land trust.

             Name                                                Amount                  Balance

Billy "Chief Little Red Wolf" Chance           $100.00                  $500.00     

Rita "Cheyenne Autumn" Chance                 $100.00                  $500.00

David "Little Brother" Vossburg                   $100.00                  $500.00

Don "Lone Wolf" Bosse                                $100.00                  $500.00        

We need fifty or more people then this to contribute money, so I would like to urge all of 

our members to contribute $25.00 a month so that we will be able to raise enough money to 

purchase land for our people which will help us as we obtain federal recognition from the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs.

                   News around the World

Chief Little Red Wolf returns from his leave status.

Effective Nov 5, 2006 Chief Little Red Wolf returned from his on leave to serve as the Indian Creek Band's Principle Chief. We all hoped that he was able to get all the rest that he needs. November promises to be a busy month for the Chief with all the school programs which he must attend and is looking forward to.  

Toys for the children of the community


The Indian Creek Band is starting to collect toys for the children of our community that live in foster homes here in our community. If you have any spare toys please bring them to our office.
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Case blocking out-of-state casino dismissed
Monday, November 6, 2006 
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The Wyandotte Nation's former casino on trust land in downtown Kansas City. File Photo © The Lawrence Journal-World.


The Wyandotte Nation of Oklahoma is closer to becoming the first tribe in the country to win federal approval for an out-of-state casino. 

The tribe opened a small Class II gaming facility across the border in Kansas in late 2003. But it was forcibly shut down in April 2004 after the state raided the casino and seized more than $1.2 million in tribal cash and equipment. 

A federal appeals court eventually ruled that the state's action violated the tribe's sovereignty because the casino site in downtown Kansas City is held in trust. States do not have jurisdiction on Indian land without Congressional authorization. 

The ruling, however, didn't mean the tribe was in the clear. The National Indian Gaming Commission said the property didn't qualify for gaming under the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act. 

A federal judge ruled against the NIGC in July so government attorneys filed a notice of appeal with the 10th Circuit. But days before the first brief was due, the Department of Justice "determined that no appeal should be taken in this case," a joint tribal-federal motion filed last Tuesday stated. 

A day later, U.S. District Judge Julie A. Robinson granted the motion and dismissed the case, clearing the way for a new NIGC land determination that would allow gaming on the parcel, also known as the Shriner Tract. 

The federal government and the tribe still have to contend with another lawsuit pending at the 10th Circuit. After Robinson ruled in May that the Wyandotte property was taken into trust properly, the state of Kansas and three Kansas tribes appealed. 

The opening briefs in that case were filed last Tuesday, a day before the joint motion in the now-dismissed case. 

The string of victories bodes well for the Wyandotte Nation but the dispute goes to the heart of current controversies over Indian gaming. Two bills that were introduced in Congress this year would bar tribes from crossing state lines to open casinos. 

IGRA normally bars gaming on land taken into trust after 1988, the year of its passage. But Section 20 provides four exceptions that have been the subject of debate for the past two years amid the expansion of the $23 billion tribal gaming industry and a proliferation of off-reservation and out-of-state casino proposals. 

The exception at issue in the Wyandotte case applies to land taken into trust pursuant to a land claim settlement. The tribe bought the Kansas City property with funds authorized by an act of Congress. 

The NIGC had interpreted this exception very narrowly. The agency said it only applies to tribes who settled a land claim for land rather than cash. 

In the history of IGRA, only one tribe -- the Seneca Nation of New York -- has met that test. 

Robinson said NIGC's narrow reading conflicted with the "plain meaning" of IGRA and with the Seneca situation. "The NIGC has required the Wyandotte to meet criteria that it has not required in other cases, and the Secretary of the Interior has allowed lands to qualify for the settlement of lands exception in circumstances at least as suitable as the case at bar," she wrote in July. 

Her decision isn't likely to open the floodgates to similar cases, though. To settle a land claim, a tribe must receive approval from the state and the federal government before Congress will pass a bill to ratify the deal. 

Still, the bills that were introduced this year would have eliminated the land claim exception from Section 20. Sen. John McCain (R-Arizona) and Rep. Richard Pombo (R-California), the sponsors of two gaming bills, said IGRA was being abused by tribes seeking off-reservation and out-of-state casinos. 

McCain's bill has been held up by a dozen senators, meaning passage is highly unlikely by the end of the year. Pombo, meanwhile, suffered a huge defeat when his proposal was killed on the House floor by a procedural vote. He could revive the measure when Congress returns to work next week after tomorrow's election, although his future is in doubt. 
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Michigan tribe gets land-into-trust date in 2007
Friday, November 3, 2006 

A Michigan tribe whose leaders have been waiting years to establish a reservation got one step closer to that goal on Thursday. 

The Match-e-be-nash-she-wish Band of Pottawatomi, also known as the Gun Lake Tribe, announced that its land will finally be placed in trust on January 5, 2007. That means the tribe can build a casino on the initial 146-acre reservation. 

"This is another very significant step forward for our tribe," said Gun Lake Chairman D.K. Sprague. "We are taking the federal government at its word and expect to begin construction of the Gun Lake Casino early next year." 

The deadline was set by the Bush administration as part of a lawsuit that casino opponents filed against the Bureau of Indian Affairs. A group called Michigan Gambling Opposition, or MichGO, has held up the tribe's land-into-trust application for nearly two years. 

But recent developments have shifted the legal landscape. A federal judge and a federal appeals court dismissed MichGO's lawsuit against the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians, also of Michigan, after six years of battles. The tribe is now building a casino on a 675-acre initial reservation. 

The changes have the Department of Justice confident that the Gun Lake's land-into-trust will survive the lawsuit. Government attorneys gave MichGO 70 days -- up until January 5, 2007 -- to try and obtain an injunction against the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Government attorneys tried to strike an agreement with MichGO to resolve the case. But, according to a letter filed to federal court on October 27, the group refused and instead asked the BIA to prepare an environmental impact statement, a move that would delay the application even further and require the tribe to pay additional funds. 

That would cause "irreparable harm" to the tribe, attorney Gina L. Allery wrote in the letter. "The United States does not believe that an EIS is warranted in this case," she told an attorney for MichGO. 

Even when the land is put in trust, the tribe faces an additional hurdle. Michigan has refused to negotiate a Class III gaming compact, although other tribes in the state are operating Class III facilities. 

In hopes of bolstering its stance, the tribe cited the Interior Department decision to issue rules for the Seminole Tribe because the state hasn't negotiated a compact. In Wyoming, Interior has agreed to do the same for the Northern Arapaho Tribe because the state failed to come to the table in good faith. 

Sprague said the tribe can go that route but he would rather negotiate a deal so that the tribe can share revenues with the state and local governments "A Class III compact would be best for the tribe, the state and the surrounding communities," he said. 

The Gun Lake Tribe was recognized through the BIA process in 1999. As newly recognized, the tribe qualifies for an exception under Section 20 of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act
Letter to the Editor

I do not celebrate Columbus Day 

It has been said by many others but I have been thinking about this for some time. A national holiday has been established to commemorate the "discovery of America". Unfortunately the wrong individual is celebrated. Anyone with half a brain should be able to realize that when Columbus arrived in this part of the world there were already many thousands of people living from the northern tip to the southern tip of what is called the Americas – Which is North America, Central America and South America. 

Every time I read about or hear about how the Native People were abused by "civilized" people, it is upsetting. The Native People were usually considered as ~primitive" or as "savages", yet the Europeans who "discovered" the new lands were unwashed, disease ridden, usually poorly educated and greedily looked upon what others had. 

Evidence is found all the way across the Americas that demonstrates the presence of advanced Native cultures. Complex civilizations existed in the Americas before the Egyptians even began to develop into what many now consider as a very important culture. 

Over the past 20 or so years it has been my privilege to study some aspects of pre-European Native People and I have to continually marvel at how technologically advanced those people were. Also, I have had the privilege to meet and correspond with Native People, including the editor of Smoke Signal, and am continually impressed with the spirituality of Native People. 

I do not celebrate Columbus Day. The only significaJ1pe for me is that it is the day after my son's birthday. However, I do have a poster that I use when I present programs associated with Native American culture at festivals, parks and other gatherings. This poster commemorates Native American Month. V\lI1en I speak to school children I always make the point that Native People 

. were/ are very special people and deserve our admiration and respect. 

So this Columbus Day I will celebrate that day as the day when Native People demonstrated to the world that THEY DISCOVERED AMERICA. Columbus only documented that fact. I remember looking at a painting that shows Columbus "discovering America". He is standing on the beach holding a large flag, however, in other parts of the same painting are Native People watching the activity. Where did they come from? It seems that they were there first. Yet, who receives the credit? It may be slow in coming but the day will occur when Native People are seen for who and what they are - Special People ​the true "discoverers". 

Matt Maley 
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Some Distant Wilderness 

"Whole Indian Nations have melted away like snowballs in the sun before the white man's advance. They leave scarcely a name of our people except those wrongly recorded by their destroyers. Where are the Delaware's? 

They have been reduced to a mere shadow of their former greatness. We had hoped that the white men would not be willing to travel beyond the mountains. Now that hope is gone. They have passed the mountains, and have settled upon Tsalagi (Cherokee) land. 

They wish to have that usurpation sanctioned by treaty. When that is gained, the same encroaching spirit will lead them upon other land of the Tsalagi (Cherokees). New cessions will be asked. Finally the whole country, which the Tsalagi (Cherokees) and their fathers have so long occupied, will be demanded, and the remnant of the Ani Yvwiya, The Real 

People, once so great and formidable, will be compelled to seek refuge in some distant wilderness. There they will be permitted to stay only a short while, until they ag?in behold the advancing banners of the same greedy host. 

Not being able to point out any further retreat for the miserable Tsalagi (Cherokees), the extinction of the whole race will be proclaimed. Should we not therefore run all risks, and incur all consequences, rather than to submit 

to further loss of our country? Such treaties may be alright for men who are too old to hunt or fight. As for me, I have my young warriors about me. V\je will hold our land." 

Attributed to Chief Dragging Canoe, Chickamauga Tsalagi 
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